
Financial State of the District 
 

1. Budget Update:  
a. Due to chronic underfunding of schools more than 50 districts, on average, bring 

a referendum to vote each year.  
b. Farmington Area Public Schools has not gone to the voters to raise revenue for 

any purpose in eight years.  
c. We receive $1,960 less per student than the average district in the state.   
d. We have one of the most innovative school systems in the country, as evidenced by the 

70 plus school districts that have visited us to see our way of doing things. Despite this, 
we have come to the point that we will either need more funding or we will have to 
begin cuttings essentials.  

2. District Needs: 
a. Facilities Improvement: improvements to maintain the investment in district 

facilities. 
i. Perform significant maintenance tasks such as repairing roofs, paving, 

electrical, and mechanical issues at all buildings.  
ii. Creating additional Kindergarten classrooms at all elementary facilities.   

b. General Operating Support: providing students with lower class sizes and 
advanced learning opportunities based on student strengths and interests.  

i. Hire additional teaching and support staff.  
ii. Maintain and add to current program and course offerings.  

c. District technology needs: replacing and updating aging technology systems, 
resources and infrastructure for students and staff. 

i. Update safety and security technologies such as building cameras, phone 
systems, and the district firewall capabilities. 

ii. Updating and replacing obsolete classroom learning technologies such as 
interactive whiteboards, projectors, specialized computer labs, and staff 
computers in all buildings. 

3. Funding Options: 
a. It is likely that due to years of underfunding we will need to bring a referendum 

to vote.   
b. We cannot make any decisions until after the legislative session, when we will 

know the extent of the state’s school funding support.  
c. Waiting until after the legislative session will allow us to know what needs we 

will not be able to meet through legislative funding. We’ll only ask for what we 
need. 

d. The input of our staff and community is vital to helping us make the best choices 
for our students now and in the future.  

 
  


